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 Candice Johnson, a third grade teacher at Purdy Elementary School 

and District Literacy Coach earned her Bachelor of Science Degree in 

Elementary Education from the University of Wisconsin-Whitewater.  In 

2005 she earned her Masters of Science Degree in Education and Reading 

from the University of Wisconsin-Whitewater.  

 Candice states, “My personal educational philosophy is driven by 

three beliefs that guide my daily practice as a classroom teacher and a 

literacy coach: 1) I am the decisive element in every teaching and learning 

interaction; 2) My responsiveness to learning needs is what empowers (or 

inhibits) every learner; and 3) Every teaching and learning interaction is 

derived from knowledge of how children and adults learn best.”  

 When asked how she works to raise achievement for all students, 

Candice notes that “Because our brains are biologically structured to learn 

from the environment, I must create conditions that make achievement a 

reality for all.”  Candice explains that inspiring and instilling a love of 

learning nurtures independent learners.    

 



When asked to describe her commitment to her community Candice 

replies, her students have collected and distributed food and supplies for 

the local food pantry and humane society. She has also assumed the role 

of a volunteer student co-advisor for four years and has worked with 

students to co-plan visits to assisted living facilities, raise funds for the 

Wisconsin Academy of Graduate Service Dogs, and collect supplies for 

Hurricane Katrina victims.  She believes it is empowering to collaborate 

with students for the public good and develop connections within the local 

and global community through civic contributions.   

  When asked what the positive aspects in education are 

Candice replies, “Response to Intervention does just this and has proven to 

be powerful and influential because it is “something you do, not something 

you buy.  As the teacher, you are the responsive decision-maker to deliver 

appropriate instruction based on student need, not what the scripted 

manual says to do next.   

 Leanne Bongers, a colleague replies, “Find anyone who knows 

Candice and they will tell you, without a doubt, that she has a presence that 

is incredibly genuine.  Candice’s passion for learning and literacy has led 

her to eagerly take on an additional role as a Literacy Coach in our district.  

My students and I are just one of the four classrooms in our district who 



learn side-by-side with Mrs. Johnson.  Our classroom is exploding with 

ideas Mrs. Johnson had introduced to us – anchor charts, thoughtful logs, 

purposeful talk, the list goes on. 

 From Leigh Ann Scheuerell, another colleague, “While watching 

Candice work with her students, you will see the encouragement and 

support she gives to her students in unendless ways.  You will see students 

take risks in their learning because Candice fosters an atmosphere in 

which students are taking ownership for their learning.” 

 From a parent, “Mrs. Johnson was extremely helpful during my 

daughter’s transition midyear to Purdy School when we moved here.  She 

had each student write a welcome letter to my daughter and gave her a gift 

of books for Christmas even before the semester began!  Mrs. Johnson 

continues an ongoing interest in my daughter’s education.  

 

With pleasure, the School District of Fort Atkinson submits the nomination 

of Candice Johnson for the Kohl Fellowship award. 

 

  

  


